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One day an old Kenyan farmer went to his shed to feed his 
animals. When he looked in the shed he had a big surprise.
 
The shed was filled with a great noise of animals 
complaining loudly.
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The Foolish Animals had decided they wanted a change.

We don’t want to eat our own food today!” they said. We 
want something new!”
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The dog wanted to eat Cow’s maize.

  The cow wanted to eat the pig’s scraps.
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The pig wanted to eat the hen’s seeds. 
The hen wanted to eat the sheep’s 
grass, and the sheep wanted the 
farmer’s porridge.
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But the goat just watched and waited.
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The farmer did not know 
what to do so he 

quickly went to see 
The Wise Old Bird

“What should i 
do?” he asked.

“Give them what 
they want,” said 

the Wise Old Bird. 
“They will learn.”

But the farmer was not sure so 
he went to see Old Mother Duck.

“What should i do?” he asked.

“Give them what they want,” said 
Old Mother Duck. “They will learn.”
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So the farmer went back to the shed and told 
the animals to eat whatever they wanted.

The dog ate the cow’s maize.
The cow ate the pig’s scraps.
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The pig ate the hen’s seeds.
The hen ate the sheep’s grass, and the sheep 
ate the farmer’s porridge.
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But the goat just watched and waited.
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Soon all the animals began to feel very sad, very sick and 
very foolish!
“We are so sorry we complained!” cried the sick animals. 
“We are so sorry we were not thankful and wanted what 
another had to eat. We will never do that again!” they all 
said. And they went back to their shed to rest.
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“They learned,” 
said The Wise Old 
Bird.

“Yes. They learned,” said Old 
Mother Duck. 



And the happy goat ran off to eat all the food that the 
foolish animals left behind!
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New Words 

Animals:   Food: 
cow     grass 
bird     maize
dog     porridge 
duck     scraps 
goat     seeds 
hen
pig 
sheep

Questions:
1. What was the farmer’s big surprise?
2. Why were the animals complaining?
3. What did The Wise Old Bird and Old Mother Duck say to the 
farmer?
4. Do you think this was good advice? Why or why not?
5. What would you have said to the farmer?
6. What made the goat happy?
7. Do you notice any change in what the animals look like from 
beginning to end? Why might their looks be changing? What is 
happening in the story?
8. Have you ever complained? If so, what did you complain 
about? What might the Wise Old Bird and Old Mother Duck 
say to you?
9. What might be the opposite of complaining?
10. What might be the opposite of foolish?
11. What do you think is the moral of this story?
12. If you were to re-name this book, what would be the title?
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