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It happened quite by accident, this wonderful discovery.  Yes, an accident 
or two or three.  With a bump, a bang, a crash, and a clang.  It almost 
ruined everything.  But it didn’t.  In fact, without a bump, a bang, a crash, 
and a clang there would be no wonderful discovery. Then, where would 
those clever cats be? 

Oh, I am getting ahead of myself.  Let me start at the beginning which is a 
very good place to start.  It began with an idea.
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It was an ordinary day when those clever cats came up with the idea.  
The idea to collect words and put them into a wordbook.  A wonderful 
wordbook!  And so, they began to gather words in all sorts of ways.

      They picked up words in pickups.  
     They brought them on bicycles.
    They transported them with trucks. 
   They carried them in cars.
  They loaded them in lorries. 
 They collected them with cranes. 
They used kites, balloons, boats, and trains. 
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Those clever cats collected words both big and small. 
Colour words, counting words, and even market words. 

Words that sound alike and words that look alike. 
All sorts of words.
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Everything was going according 
to plan, when all of a sudden ... 
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...there was a bump, a bang, a crash, and a clang!  
It was an uproar,  louder than they had ever heard 
before. There was a fender bender.  A car crash.  

A pickup pileup.  A matatu mess.
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The result of this chaos was a 
humongous hill of squished-up 
words. The clever cats thought 

all was ruined ... or was it?  

Sometimes without warning a good idea 
turns bad, but then turns good again. 

Those clever cats took a long look at the 
mixed-up mess and discovered ...
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...that a new word could be made by 
combining two words into one.      
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Pull + over becomes pullover.  
Butter + fly becomes butterfly. 

Head + ache becomes headache.   Brilliant!   
 

(Can you think of other word 
combinations that make new words?) 

The clever cats decided that they would include 
these new words in their wonderful wordbook.  
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However,  not all mixtures made new words.  
Soap + fish does not become soapfish.
Foot + fly does not become foot fly. 
Panga + head certainly does not become pangahead.

(Can you think of other word 
combinations that do not make new words?)
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Yet, with sense and sensibility, 
those clever cats chose the fusions 
that really did make new words. 

They all agreed.  
To combine two words to make 

one new word was truly a wonderful discovery.  
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The clever cats certainly made a wonderful discovery and their wordbook was a grand 
idea. 

Did you know that there are other good wordbooks full of marvelous words?
The DICTIONARY is a book full of words and definitions. This book lists words in alpha-
betical order and gives their meaning. The Dictionary shows what part of speech the 
word is and how to spell it correctly. This book is a great reference book to use!

Another good wordbook is a THESAURUS. This book contains words with 
similar meanings (called synonyms), as well as words with opposite meanings (called 
antonyms). It is a valuable tool for writers to find the just right words! 

There are many good wordbooks, but the very best wordbook ever is 
God's Word book. It's called the Bible. The Bible is God's message to 
us. He made sure that everything we need to know is in this book.

It's different from other books because the words in this Book help 
us find the Way in this dark world of sin. The words in this Book tell 
us about the way things should be. These words never change and 
will never end. The words help us say no to sin when we are tempted 
to do wrong, and help us learn more about God. The words even 
encourage us by reminding us of God's deep, deep love for us.

But most importantly, the words in this Book, from start to finish, 
tell us the story of Jesus.

The Bible is the best wordbook ever.

...that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in His name. - John 20:31
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Join these clever cats in their fun 
discovery of compound words.

A Made-for-MOHI book


