
What Good Readers Do ...

. . . BEFORE they read 
• Activate what they already know (KWL chart … KW part) 
 You can understand what youʼre reading better if you connect it to 
 your prior knowledge—what youʼve experienced in your life, read about, or seen 
 in the movies.  Sample:  I want to make a connection.    _____________ is like 
 what happened/what I know about _____________.
• Preview text (title, pictures, text under pictures, headings, skim first paragraph) 
• Predict 
 To predict is to make a smart guess about what is going to happen next based on the 
 text or illustrations. Sample:  I predict that ______________ (is going to happen) 
 because the text or illustrations _________________________.
• Set a purpose for reading 
• Review and clarify vocabulary 
• Possible quick write or verbal pair/share on topic  
 
. . . DURING  their reading 
• Monitor for comprehension 
 Good readers know when they donʼt understand something and will 
 slow down, reread, and look for clues when theyʼre confused. Sample:  Iʼm 
 confused by/about __________________ so I will reread to clarify it.
• Summarize
 As you read, itʼs a good idea to retell what has happened to make sure you understand 
 what youʼve read.  Sample:  I want to sum up to make sure I understand what I read.  
 First __________.  Then _______________ .
• Confirm / reject predictions 
• Ask Questions
 Good readers are curious about what theyʼre reading and interact with the story by asking 
 questions about what theyʼre reading. Sample:  This is a story about the Lions.  I wonder 
 _______ about the lions? (Decide what information is important enough to provide 
 substance for a question. Readers can teach themselves to ask questions in which they 
 must infer and apply new information from the text.)
• Get Pictures in their head 
 Good readers get a picture in their head as they read. Sample:  I pictured 
 _______________ in my head because the text says ___________.
  
. . . AFTER  they read 
• Paraphrase important information/ideas 
• Identify main ideas & details
• Make connections 
 How is this connected to my life, something I've already read, or the real world? 
• Summarize and draw conclusions 
 As you read, itʼs a good idea to retell what has happened to make sure you understand 
 what youʼve read.  Sample:  I want to sum up to make sure I understand what I read.  
 First __________.  Then _______________ .
• Retell the story
 

Reading Strategies           


